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Public Education



The Federal Government’s Role in
Public Education

� Although public education is a state and local

responsibility, it is a national interest.

� The Federal Government’s role –

to assure equity, and promote excellence.

� Initial Federal Public School Activity –

The 1787 Ordinance

� Primary Federal Public School Initiative –

The 1965 Elementary and Secondary

Education Act (ESEA)







Fourth Grade Students 
Proficient in Reading
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Fourth Grade Students 
Proficient in Mathematics
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Twelfth Grade Students 
Proficient in Science
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Twelfth Grade Students 
Proficient in Mathematics
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NAEP Reading Scores (Age 9) and 
ESEA Funding (in 2004 dollars)
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